About to Sail for Peninsula
It rather looks, too, as if Kitty had quickly got -wind of
it, and come over to London so as not to miss any precious
days, for, according to Croker she was with her husband on
June I4th.
Dined early with Sir Arthur and Lady Wdlesley in Harley St. ...
[Croker records] in order to talk over some of the Irish business which
he had requested me to do for him in the House of Commons . . .
After dinner we were alone and talked over our business. There was one
point of the Dublin Pipe Water Bill on which I differed a little from him,
but could not convince him. At last I said, perhaps he would consider
the subject and write to me from Dublin about it He said, in his quick
way, " No, no, I shall be no wiser tomorrow than I am today. I have
given you my reasons: you must decide for yourself/' When this
was over ... he seemed to lapse into a kind of reverie, and remained
silent so long that. I asked him what he was thinking of. He replied,
" Why, to say the truth, I am thinking of the French that I am going to
fight. I have not seen them since the campaign in Flanders, when they
were capital soldiers, and a dozen years of victory under Buonaparte
must have made them better still. They had besides, it seems, a new
system of strategy, which has out-manoeuvred and overwhelmed all the
armies of Europe. 'Tis enough to make one thoughtful, but no matter:
my die is cast, they may overwhelm me, but I don't think they will out-
manoeuvre me. First, because I am not afraid of them, as everybody
else seems to be; and secondly, because if what I hear of their system of
manoeuvres be true, I think it is a false one as against steady troops.
I suspect all the continental armies were more than half beaten before die
battle was begun. I, at least, will not be frightened beforehand." x
By June 2Oth Arthur was back in Ireland again and busy
winding up affairs before his departure.
We also get a glimpse of him at a farewell party given in
his honour by Sir J. Barrington, where apparently he was in
great form*
I never saw him more cheerful or happy [records his host]. The
bombardment of Copenhagen being by chance started as a topic of
remark I did not join in its praise, but, on the other hand, muttered that
[ never did nor should approve it.
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